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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Strength
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Structural Theme - The Decline of Israel's Theocracy
And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: 

and there arose another generation after them, 

which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.

Judges 2:10
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JUDGES
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Judges - The book of Judges clearly demonstrates how easily man forgets, but how faithful God is to remember His promises to mankind.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Judges will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Joshua will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Samuel the prophet was the most likely author of the book of Judges.

I. The Title
The ancient Hebrews entitled the book of Judges ( שפטים) "Shophetim," which means, "judges." This title is derived from the Hebrew word ( שָׁפַט), meaning, "to Judges ," or "to rule, govern." (Gesenius) The LXX provides the Greek equivalent " κριταί ," meaning " Judges ," from κριτής , "a judge." 3] (BDAG) Philo (20 B.C - A.D 50) called it by the unique name " ἡ τῶν κριμάτων βίβλος ," meaning "the book of judgments." 4] The Greek title was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 5] Origen (c 185 - c 254) testifies to the use of this title by the Jews in his day. 6] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with both the Hebrew and Greek titles as well. 7] The Vulgate uses the Latin title "Liber Judicum," 8] from which the English title "Judges" is derived. The ancient Hebrew title ( שפטים) has remained essentially unchanged, and can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 9] This title reflects the contents of the book, which records the historical period of Israel during the time it was ruled by men whom God raised up to judge the nation's enemies. 

3] Henry Swete believes the Greek title " κριταί " is "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." See Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215.

4] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; Herbert E. Ryle, Philo and Holy Scripture (London: Macmillan and Company, 1895), xxii-xxiii.

5] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

6] Eusebius writes, "Judges and Ruth , among them in one book," Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

7] Jerome says, "Next in the series is Sophtim, that is the book of Judges; and in the same book they include Ruth , because the events narrated occurred in the days of the Judges." See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

8] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatam Clementinam, ed. electronica (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

9] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

II. Historical Background
A. The Prophetic and Historical Times of the Ministry of the Judges - The book of Judges provides a historical account of Israel's history during the period between Joshua's conquest of Canaan (1380 B.C.) until the time approaching the prophet Samuel (1050 B.C.), a period of approximately three hundred. It was a time when God raised up twelve "judges" to deliver His disobedient people from the hands of their oppressors as a commitment to His covenant with Abraham. (The names of the twelve judges are Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson) The office of the Hebrew "judge" goes back to the time of Moses. The office and anointing to fulfil this office originated with Moses ( Exodus 18:1-27, Numbers 11:16-30, Deuteronomy 16:18; Deuteronomy 17:9; Deuteronomy 17:12; Deuteronomy 25:1). The role of the judges was to be a shepherd to God"s people ( 1 Chronicles 17:6). When God established Israel in the Promised Land during the time of the Judges , the nation was without a king. God was the supreme ruling, and access to His counsel came through the High Priest, as he ministered in the tabernacle and before the ark of the covenant. The elders of each tribe stood in the position as political leaders ( Judges 21:16). The governing structure in Israel during the time of the judges is similar to the governing elders seen in the New Testament church and the twenty-four elders seated before God's throne in the book of Revelation. Perhaps the judges who delivered Israel during this period in history were a type and figure of the office and ministry of Jesus Christ. For example, they were anointed with the Holy Ghost to deliver God's people just as Jesus Christ was anointed to deliver us from the dominion of Satan.

Exodus 18:1-27 - Jethro advises Moses to appoint judges.

Numbers 11:16-30 - God anoints seventy elders. 

Deuteronomy 16:18, "Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judgment." 

Deuteronomy 17:9, "And thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and enquire; and they shall shew thee the sentence of judgment:" 

Deuteronomy 17:12, "And the man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy God, or unto the Judges , even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel."

Deuteronomy 25:1, "If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked."

1 Chronicles 17:6, "Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake I a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people, saying, Why have ye not built me an house of cedars?"

Judges 21:16, "Then the elders of the congregation said, How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of Benjamin?"

III. Authorship
Internal and external evidence suggests the book of Judges was most likely authored by Samuel the prophet and received its final editing during the time of Ezra the scribe after the Babylonian Captivity.

A. Internal Evidence- The book of Judges does not identify its authorship. Similarities to the book of Joshua suggest these two books went through the hands of the same editor in its final composition.

1. The first verse in the book of Judges suggests that the same person edited both the book of Joshua and the book of Judges into their final forms. Both books open with a reference to the main character in the previous work.

Joshua 1:1, "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister, saying,"

Judges 1:1, "Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them?"

2. The book of Joshua and Judges contain a number of parallel passages.

a. The death of Joshua is referred to in Joshua 24:29-32 and Judges 1:1.

a. Joshua 24:31 and Judges 2:7 are almost the same words.

Joshua 24:31, "And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua , and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua , and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel."

Judges 2:7, "And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua , and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua , who had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel."

b. Caleb"s conquest of Hebron, which took place after Joshua"s death, is recorded in Joshua 14:6-15 and Judges 1:10-16.

c. Othniel's conquest of Debir is found in Joshua 15:15-20 and Judges 1:11-15, which event took place after the death of Joshua according to the book of Judges.

d) The Danite migration is recorded in Joshua 19:47 and Judges 18:1-31, which took place after Joshua"s death

It is probable that the same editor composed both the books of Joshua and Judges in its final form, most likely during the time of Ezra the scribe. A person like Samuel would be a likely candidate, since the Scriptures tell us that he authored the book of Samuel ( 1 Chronicles 29:29). He also wrote a book about the manner of the kingdom ( 1 Samuel 10:25), which may be a reference to the book of Judges and Ruth.

1 Chronicles 29:29, "Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer,"

1 Samuel 10:25, "Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house."

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that Samuel wrote his own book as well as the books of Judges and Ruth.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 10]

10] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
The book of Judges covers the events in the history of Israel from the death of Joshua , around 1380 B.C, to the period just prior to the rising of the monarchy, around 1050 B.C. Thus, the book covers a period of over 300 years of Israel"s history ( Judges 11:26). Internal evidence seems to indicate that it was written during the early part of Israel"s monarchy, because Judges 17:6 was penned when Israel did have a king, and it was written before David"s conquest of Jerusalem ( Judges 1:21). It was also written before Pharaoh gave the city of Gezer as a gift to Solomon ( Judges 1:29). A likely date of the writing of the book of Judges would be from 1050 to 1000 B.C, during the days of Samuel the prophet, the traditional author of this book.

Judges 11:26, "While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hundred years? why therefore did ye not recover them within that time?"

Judges 17:6, "In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes."

Judges 18:1, "In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel."

Judges 19:1, "And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain Levite sojourning on the side of mount Ephraim, who took to him a concubine out of Bethlehemjudah."

Judges 21:25, "In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes."

Judges 1:21, "And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day."

2 Samuel 5:7, "Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David."

Judges 1:29, "Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them."

1 Kings 9:16-17, "For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and given it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon"s wife. And Solomon built Gezer, and Bethhoron the nether,"

The epilogue to the book of Judges consists of two stories: (1) the idolatry of Micah and the migration of the Danites ( Judges 17:1 to Judges 18:31), (2) and the atrocity at Gibeah and the Benjamite War ( Judges 19:1 to Judges 21:25). We see Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, alive during the time of the war with the Benjamites ( Judges 20:28), meaning that this story is not in chronological order, as the first sixteen books of the book of Judges appear to be. This may be evidence for a later writing of the epilogue.

Judges 20:28, "And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand."

If the epilogue was written later than the rest of the book, then this would account for the statement that refers to the "captivity of the land" ( Judges 18:20), which took place about three hundred years later in Israel's history. This is a reference to the Assyrian captivity of Israel in 722 B.C, or perhaps the campaign of Tiglath-Pileser III in 734-732 B.C. (ISBE), 11] since the verse is referring to Dan and Prayer of Manasseh , parts of the northern kingdom. Therefore, the book of Judges was composed and edited centuries after it was originally written, most likely during the time of Ezra the scribe.

11] T. Nicol, "Tiglath-Pileser," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Judges 18:30, "And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Prayer of Manasseh , he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land."

We can also see from Judges 18:31 that the author of the book of Judges presupposes that the house of God is no longer at Shiloh. From Scripture, we know that this took place during the time of King Saul or King David. 

Judges 18:31, "And they set them up Micah"s graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh."

It appears that Judges 1:1 to Judges 16:31 was written during Israel"s early monarchy, and the epilogue ( Judges 17:1 to Judges 21:25) was edited in later after the fall of the northern kingdom.

Just like a division of authorship appears in the book of 1Samuel at the death of the prophet Samuel ( 1 Samuel 25:1), so does a division of authorship and date appear in the book of Judges. It may be that the book was composed and edited at a later date than the original authorship, just as 1Samuel follows this same pattern.

Note the passages with the phrase, "unto this day," which suggest the book of Judges was written before David"s conquest of Jerusalem.

Judges 1:21, "And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day."

2 Samuel 5:7, "Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David."

Judges 1:26, "And the man went into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called the name thereof Luz: which is the name thereof unto this day."

Judges 6:24, "Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites." 

Judges 10:4, "And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called Havothjair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead." 

Judges 15:19, "But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day."

Judges 18:12, "And they went up, and pitched in Kirjathjearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place Mahanehdan unto this day: behold, it is behind Kirjathjearim."

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 12]

12] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the Israel prior to its kingdom, the author of the book of Judges chose to write using the literary style of the historical narrative. Thus, the book of Judges is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature." 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 13]

13] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Judges , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Judges for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed brief outline of the book of Judges:

I. Prologue: Conditions in Canaan after the death of Joshua— Judges 1:1 to Judges 3:6
A. Continuing conquests by Israelite tribes— Judges 1:1-26
B. Incomplete conquests of the land— Judges 1:27-36
C. Covenant of he Lord broken— Judges 2:1-5
D. Introduction to the period of the judges— Judges 2:6 to Judges 3:6
II. History of oppressions and deliverances during period of judges— Judges 3:7 to Judges 16:31
A. Mesopotamian oppression and deliverance by Othniel— Judges 3:7-11
B. Moabite oppression and deliverance by Ehud— Judges 3:12-30
C. Philistine oppression and deliverance by Shamgar— Judges 3:31
D. Canaanite oppression and deliverance by Deborah and Barak — Judges 4:1 to Judges 5:31
E. Midianite oppression and deliverance by Gideon— Judges 6:1 to Judges 8:35
F. Brief reign of Abimelech— Judges 9:1-57
G. Tola"s judgeship — Judges 10:1-2
H. Jair"s judgeship— Judges 10:3-5
I. Ammonite oppression and deliverance by Jephthah— Judges 10:6 to Judges 12:7
J. Ibzan"s judgeship— Judges 12:8-10
K. Elon"s judgeship— Judges 12:11-12
L. Abdon"s judgeship— Judges 12:13-15
M. Philistine oppression and the exploitations of Samson — Judges 13:1 to Judges 16:31
III. Epilogue: Conditions illustrating the period of the judges— Judges 17:1 to Judges 21:25
A. Apostasy: Idolatry of Micah & migration of the Danites — Judges 17:1 to Judges 18:31
B. Immorality: The atrocity at Gibeah and the Benjamite War— Judges 19:1 to Judges 21:25
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EXEGESIS AND COMMENTS
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-26 

Continuing conquests by Israelite Tribes - Joshua 1:1-18 records Israel's initial conquests after the death of Joshua. The children of Israel soon fell into apostasy and idolatry with the pagan gods of those Canaanites who remained in the land. The original purpose and intent of the conquest of the Promised Land was to establish righteousness in this land. Israel was to become a nation of righteousness, and God would spread this nation across the earth to testify to all nations of God's standard of righteousness.

Judges 1:1 Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them?
Judges 1:1 — "Now…it came to pass" - Comments- A number of books in the Old Testament begins with the common Hebrew idiom "and it came to pass" ( וַיְהִי), made from the conjunction ( ו) "and" and the imperfect verb ( הָיָה) "to be." Douglas Stuart identifies the books that commence with this Hebrew construction as Joshua ,, Judges ,, 1 Samuel ,, Ruth ,, Esther ,, Jonah , and Lamentations (LXX). 14] This phrase is used at least three hundred eighty eight (388) times in the Old Testament to begin narrative stories, and to move the plot from one scene to another within the narrative material. Although some of the books listed above are a part of a collection of narratives that follow a chronological order, Stuart believes this opening phrase is intended to begin a new book.

14] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Introduction: Form/Structure/Setting."

Judges 1:1 — "Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass" - Comments- The book of Joshua begins with a similar opening statement, "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass…" ( Joshua 1:1)

Judges 1:1 — "that the children of Israel asked the LORD" - Comments- The nation of Israel was established as a theocracy. God spoke through Moses, Joshua , and now through the high priests and gave the nation direction. In a similar way, the New Testament Church is a kingdom, with Jesus Christ reigning as King of Kings. God guides the Church through the five-fold ministry ( Ephesians 4:11), and through the gifts of utterance, and He now speaks to every individual believer, since each one is a king and priest unto the Lord ( Revelation 1:6; Revelation 5:10).

Ephesians 4:11, "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;"

Revelation 1:6, "And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."

Revelation 5:10, "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

Judges 1:1 — "saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them" - Word Study on "shall go up" - Strong says the Hebrew word "go up" ( עָלָה) (H 5927) is a primitive root that means, "to ascend, or to be high (intransitively) or to mount (actively)." 

Comments - The question in Judges 1:1 does not describe an army going out into the plains or into a battlefield, which may be a defensive move. Rather, it described an offensive assault upon a fortified city that is set upon a hill. The children were intent upon continuing the campaign that Joshua began in taking every city of the land of Canaan. Joshua's campaign began by taking the fortified cities of Jericho and Ai. It would have given Israel no military advantage if they had occupied the empty valleys. In order to control the region, Israel needed to take the fortified cities of the highlands. 

Judges 1:1 is a confession of faith, in that Israel believed God would give them the victory.

Judges 1:2 And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand.
Judges 1:2 — Word Study on "Judah" - Strong says the name Judah ( יְהוּדָה) (H 3063) means, "celebrated." He says this name is derived from the primitive root ( יָדָה) (H 3034), which literally means, "to hold out the hand," thus "praise" ( Genesis 29:35). The Enhanced Strong says this primitive root word ( יָדָה) is used 114times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "praise 53, give thanks 32, confess 16, thank 5, make confession 2, thanksgiving 2, cast 1, cast out 1, shoot 1, thankful 1." 

Comments- The name "Judah" has a number of references in the Old Testament. It refers to the fourth son of Jacob and Leah, as well as the tribe that descended from him, as well as the territory given to this tribe at the conquest of Canaan. The name Judah later became the title of the southern kingdom. 

Leah gave her fourth child this name as an outward expression of praise to God for giving her so many sons ( Genesis 29:35). Her hope was to find the favor of her husband's love and affection.

Genesis 29:35, "And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing."

As we trace the history of this most prominent tribe of Israel, we discover the importance of praise in our personal lives, for it was through praise that men in the Old Testament found victories over their enemies.

Judah went before and led the clan of Jacob into Egypt to meet Joseph and into the good of the land of Egypt, the fat of the land ( Genesis 46:28).

Genesis 46:28, "And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen."

It was the tribe of Judah that Jacob prophesied would be a conqueror.

Genesis 49:8, "Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father"s children shall bow down before thee."

God set Bezaleel of the tribe of Judah over the work of building of the Tabernacle, ( Exodus 31:2; Exodus 35:30) and gave him the spirit of God, with Aholiab of tribe of Dan ( Exodus 38:22).

Exodus 31:2, "See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:"

Exodus 35:30-31, "And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD hath called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in Wisdom of Solomon , in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship;"

Exodus 38:22-23, "And Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD commanded Moses. And with him was Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Daniel , an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen."

Judah led the tribes through the wilderness as ark went before them all ( Numbers 2:9; Numbers 10:14; Numbers 10:33).

Numbers 2:9, "All that were numbered in the camp of Judah were an hundred thousand and fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, throughout their armies. These shall first set forth."

Numbers 10:14, "In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab."

Numbers 10:33, "And they departed from the mount of the LORD three days" journey: and the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them in the three days" journey, to search out a resting place for them."

The tribe of Judah led in the offerings in the dedication of the altar ( Numbers 7:12).

Numbers 7:12, "And he that offered his offering the first day was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah:" 

Of the twelve spies sent out to Canaan, Caleb was of tribe of Judah ( Numbers 13:6). He and Joshua alone came back with a good report.

Numbers 13:6, "Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh."

In the numbering of the people in the book of Numbers , the tribe of Judah was the most populous tribe in wilderness, even above Ephraim and Manasseh when they are added together.

Judah was the first to possess their inheritance on west side of Jordan ( Joshua 15:1-63).

In Judges 1:1-4, Judah went up first to fight against the Canaanites. The Lord appointed the tribe of Judah to go into battle to bring the victory?

Judges 1:2, "And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand."

When Israel fought Benjamin, God told them to send Judah first into battle ( Judges 20:18).

Judges 20:18, "And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the LORD said, Judah shall go up first."

Judah prevailed above his brethren although his was not the birthright ( 1 Chronicles 5:1-2).

1 Chronicles 5:1-2, "Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled his father"s bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright. For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph"s:)"

Of all the people in the Holy Scriptures who learned to praise the Lord, David stood out as a man of praise. David was a man after God's own heart ( Acts 13:22). 

Acts 13:22, "And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will."

This is because David was a man who had learned the secret of praise. He praised God during easy times and this prepared David to worship Him during difficult times. David was called a man after God's own heart because he worshipped his Heavenly Father and poured out his love to Him during the most difficult times in his life. This touches the heart of God more than any other act that man can perform and it moves God to deliver His children. For example, we see David's cry for God to deliver him from his enemies throughout the Psalm. And as we read the history of David in the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles, we see how God was faithful to deliver him from all of those who opposed him. 

Many of the Psalm reveal to us that David worshipped the Lord during the most difficult times in his life. Even when David sinned with Bathsheba and God judged the child so that it died, David worshipped the Lord. And as a result, the Lord gave David another son by Bathsheba.

2 Samuel 12:20, "Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat."

Such acts of worship that we see in the life of David move God to give to us anything and everything that our hearts desire. For God did not hold back any gift from the young shepherd boy who gave the Father so much love and attention ( 2 Samuel 12:8). 

2 Samuel 12:8, "And I gave thee thy master"s house, and thy master"s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things."

As a result, David became the greatest conqueror in Holy Scripture. He subdued kingdoms and brought the nation of Israel into a place of rest. Other kings could have had the same victories that David had, if they had chosen the same path of praise. We see this in the victory of Jericho when Joshua lead the children of Israel in praise as they marched around the city. We also see this when Jehoshaphat led a worship team into battle against a host of nations encamped against Jerusalem. This is because praise always gives us victory. Prayer and supplication are good, but praise is the most effective weapon against the enemy.

In the history of Israel, the victories were never won on the battlefield, but in the prayer room. The battles may have been fought in the valleys, but the victories were won on the mountaintop. There is no situation too terrible that we cannot praise Him and thus, find the victory.

Was not Job's captivity turned when he prayed and acknowledged God's greatness (see Job 42:1-10)? 

Joshua defeated the Amalekites in the valley while Moses held up the rod on the mountain (see Exodus 17:8-16).

Did not the walls of Jericho fall down when the people shouted to the Lord?

Joshua 6:16, "And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city."

Did not the Lord give David the victory when he encouraged himself in the Lord?

1 Samuel 30:6, "And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God."

Did not the Lord deliver Jonah from the belly of the whale when he began to praise and acknowledge the greatness of the Lord (see Jonah 2:1-10)? 

The Lord told king Jehoshaphat to march out into battle with worship leaders in front ( 2 Chronicles 20:21-22).

2 Chronicles 20:21-22, "And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD for his mercy endureth for ever. And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten."

Does not Habakkuk tell us to praise Him in difficult times?

Habakkuk 3:17-18, "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation."

Were not Paul and Silas delivered from prison when they began to praise the Lord ( Acts 16:25-26)

Acts 16:25-26, "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one"s bands were loosed."

All of these examples are given to us in Scripture to tell us that God will still our enemies when we begin to praise the Lord ( Psalm 8:2, Matthew 21:15-16).

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Matthew 21:15-16, "And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?"

Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Man has contemplated the power of faith and of prayer, but only rarely have I revealed to men this far greater power of praise. For by prayer and faith doors are opened, but by praise and worship, great dynamos of power are set in motion, as when a switch is thrown and an electric power plant such as Niagra is thrown into operation. Praying for specifics is like requesting light for individual houses in various scattered places, while worshipping and praise flood the whole area with available current." 15]

15] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 118.

"Praise me, O My people, praise Me. Praise Me out of a heart full of love. Praise Me for every blessing and every victory. Yea, and praise Me when the most difficult thing to do is to praise. This is the victory that overcometh the world, even your faith, and praise is the voice of faith. It is faith rejoicing for victories claimed in advance. The song of praise is made of the very fabric of things hoped for. It becomes an evidence of unseen things. It is the raw material in My hands from which I fashion your victories. Give it to Me. Give Me much, give to Me often. I dwell in the midst of the praises of My people. I dwell there because I am happiest there, and just as surely as ye make Me happy with your praising, ye shall make the enemy most unhappy. He has no power whatsoever over a praising Christian. He cannot stand against a praising Church. This is the most powerful weapon ye can use against him. So praise is like a two-edged sword, the one side bringing health to your own spirit and the other side cutting down the enemy." 16]

16] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 126-127.

Judges 1:3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him.
Judges 1:3 — Comments- Judah did help Simeon fight his battles as well ( Judges 1:17).

Judges 1:17, "And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah."

Judges 1:10-15 — Othniel's Conquest of Hebron- Judges 1:10-15 records the same story of Othniel's conquest of Hebron that is found in Joshua 15:13-20.

Judges 1:10 And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before was Kirjatharba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai.
Judges 1:10 — Word Study on "Hebron" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Hebron" ( חֶבְרוֹן) (H 2275) means, "conjunction, joining." Strong, BDB and Baker say it means, "association." PTW says it means, "friendship."

Judges 1:10 — Word Study on "Kirjatharba" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Kirjatharba" ( קִרְיַת עַרְבַּע) (H 7153) means, "city of arba," or "city of the four (giants)." It was perhaps the most challenging city of all of the Canaanites for Joshua to conquer, because the inhabitants were giants. The ten spies who were sent out by Moses were overwhelmed with fear at the thought of fighting this city (see Numbers 13:22; Numbers 13:33, Joshua 15:13-14; Joshua 21:11, Judges 1:20).

Numbers 13:22, "And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)"

Numbers 13:33, "And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight."

Joshua 15:13-14, "And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua , even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron. And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of Anak."

Joshua 21:11, "And they gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron, in the hill country of Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about it."

Judges 1:20, "And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled thence the three sons of Anak."

Judges 1:15 And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.
Judges 1:15 — "Give me a blessing … springs of water" - Comments- Our Father has also given us an inheritance in his heavenly Kingdom. Let us ask also for those springs of living water, the Holy Ghost, to overflow in our lives ( Luke 11:13).

Luke 11:13, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?"

Judges 1:16 And the children of the Kenite, Moses" father in law, went up out of the city of palm trees with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.
Judges 1:16 — "the city of palm trees" - Comments- The city of palm trees is generally understood as a reference to Jericho and its oasis ( Deuteronomy 34:3).

Deuteronomy 34:3, "And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar."

Judges 1:17 And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah.
Judges 1:17 — Word Study on "Hormah" - Gesenius says the name for Zephath ( חָרְמָה) (H 2767) means, "a devoting." Strong says it means "devoted." BDB says it means, "devotion." PTW says it means, "dedicated to God." It may be the city referred to in 2 Chronicles 14:10, "Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah." This would be a valley region in southern Judah.

Judges 1:30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributaries.
Judges 1:30 — Word Study on "Kitron" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Kitron" ( קִטְרֹון) (H 7003) means, "bond." Strong says it means, "fumigative." BDB says it means, "incense." PTW says it means, "making sweet." Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( מֻקְטָר) (H 6999), which literally means, "to smoke," and figuratively, "to offer a sacrifice, burn incense, burn sacrifices, make sacrifices smoke." The ISBE says Kitron is "an unidentified city in the country of Zebulun." 17]

17] "Kitron," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23 

Judges 2:1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you.
Judges 2:1 — "And an angel of the Lord" - Comments- Is this the same angel that led the children of Israel thru the wilderness ( Exodus 23:20; Exodus 23:23)? This same angel could very well have watched over this nation for centuries as the children of Israel grew and multiplied in Egypt. 

Exodus 23:20, "Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared." 

Exodus 23:23, "For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off."

Judges 2:1 — "came up from Gilgal" - Comments- Gilgal is the place where Joshua first pitched camp in the land of Canaan ( Joshua 4:19; Joshua 5:9-10; Joshua 9:6; Joshua 14:6).

Joshua 4:19, "And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho."

Joshua 5:9-10, "And the LORD said unto Joshua , This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day. And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho."

Joshua 9:6, "And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with us."

Joshua 14:6, "Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in Kadeshbarnea."

However, Joshua set up the Tabernacle at Shiloh ( Joshua 18:1).

Joshua 18:1, "And the whole congregation of the children of Israel 

assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them."

Judges 2:1 — "to Bochim" - Word Study on "Bochim" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Bochim" ( בֹּכִים) (H 1066) means, "weepers." This word is only mentioned twice in the entire Old Testament ( Judges 2:1; Judges 2:5).

Judges 2:4-5, "And it came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. And they called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the LORD."

Judges 2:5 And they called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the LORD.
Judges 2:5 — Word Study on "Bochim" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Bochim" ( בֹּכִים) (H 1066) means, "weepers."

Judges 2:11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim:
Judges 2:11 — Comments- After Joshua and the elders died, the children of Israel lost much of their fear of God, and so they departed from God. Likewise, when we get away from God's word, we loose our fear of God and depart from Him.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-31 

Judges 3:8 Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushanrishathaim eight years.
Judges 3:8 — Word Study on "Chushanrishathaim" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name Cushan-Rishathaim ( כּוּשַׁן רִשְׁעָתַיִם) (H 3573) means, "most malicious (wicked)," or "Aethiopian?" Strong says it means, "Cushan of double wickedness." BDB says it means, "twice wicked Cushan."

Judges 3:15 But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a man lefthanded: and by him the children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab.
Judges 3:15 — Comments- Strong says the name of Benjamin (H 1144) means, "son of (the) right hand." It was Ehud"s lefthandedness that saved the children of Israel from Eglon, king of Moab. There were seven hundred Benjamites who were left-handed during Israel's war against them ( Judges 20:15-16).

Judges 20:15-16, "And the children of Benjamin were numbered at that time out of the cities twenty and six thousand men that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were numbered seven hundred chosen men. Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men lefthanded; every one could sling stones at an hair breadth, and not miss."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-24 

Judges 4:4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.
Judges 4:4 — Word Study on "Deborah" - BDB and PTW says the Hebrew name "Deborah" ( דְּבוֹרָה) (H 1683) means, "bee." 

Judges 4:5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 
Judges 4:6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedeshnaphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun?
Judges 4:6 — Word Study on "Barak" - BDB and PTW says the Hebrew name "Barak" ( בָּרָק) (H 1301) means, "lightening."

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-31 

Judges 5:4-5 — Comments- God's Descent Upon Mount Sinai- Joshua 5:4-5 refers to God's descent upon Mount Sinai, when there was a thunderstorm and an earthquake as Moses and the children of Israel encamped about it. These verses are similar to Psalm 68:7-8.

Psalm 68:7-8, "O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, when thou didst march through the wilderness; Selah: The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel." 

Judges 5:6-7 — Comments - Flight to Security- Judges 5:6-7 means that everyone sought security in fortified cities. Life in the unsecured villages came to a halt.

Judges 5:8 They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel?
Judges 5:8 — "was there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel?" - Comments- Neither did the children of Israel have swords and spears in the time of King Saul.

1 Samuel 13:22, "So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found."

Judges 5:10 Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, and walk by the way.
Judges 5:10 — Comments- There are Old Testament kings and leaders that sat upon a donkey. 

1. Jair, a judge in Israel, had thirty sons that rode on donkeys:

Judges 10:4, "And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called Havothjair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead."

2. Adbon, a judge in Israel, had forty sons and thirty nephews that rode on donkeys:

Judges 12:14, "And he had forty sons and thirty nephews, that rode on threescore and ten ass colts: and he judged Israel eight years."

3. King Solomon rode on David"s mule for his inauguration as King. This story is similar to how Jesus rode into Jerusalem:

1 Kings 1:33, "The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon:"

1 Kings 1:38, "So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David"s mule, and brought him to Gihon."

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey ( Luke 12:14).

John 12:14, "And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written,"

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-40 

Judges 6:6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the LORD.
Judges 6:6 — "Israel was greatly impoverished" - Comments- The Israelites has left Egypt with much spoil ( Exodus 12:35-36, Psalm 105:37), and they had gained many riches during the conquest ( Joshua 22:8). Now, after much disobedience, they were reduced to poverty.

Exodus 12:35-36, "And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

Joshua 22:8, "And he spake unto them, saying, Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver, and with gold, and with brass, and with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with your brethren."

Psalm 105:37, "He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes."

Judges 6:11 And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.
Judges 6:11 — "And there came an angel of the LORD" - Comments- Is this the same angel that led the children of Israel thru the wilderness? This same angel could very well have watched over this nation for centuries while the children of Israel multiplied in Egypt.

Judges 6:11 — "and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress" - Comments- Bread, or wheat, represents survival, the basic food staff of Israel. Wine represents prosperity and joy. At this time in Israel"s history, the nation was being oppressed by the Midianites. Therefore, there was no wine for the wine press.

Judges 6:11 — "to hide it from the Midianites" - Comments- In this passage of Scripture, Gideon did not have a lot of wheat. He was hanging on to what little wheat he was afraid of loosing. As an act of faith he prepares an offering to God, a true sacrifice out of his lack. This act of faith sowed the seed for a harvest from God.

Judges 6:12 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 
Judges 6:13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 
Judges 6:13 — Comments - Discouragement can blind a man's heart to the things of God. Did not the two on the road to Emmaus fail to recognize Jesus in a mind-set of discouragement ( Luke 24;13-31), and did not Mary standing at the tomb weeping fail to recognize Jesus ( John 20:14-17). Although Gideon had heard of God's great works in Israel's past, he had only seen and experienced bondage and fear from the enemy. For the first time in Gideon's life, he was about to hear words of faith and power that penetrated his inner Prayer of Manasseh , giving him strength to walk in God's divine plan of redemption by faith in His Word.

Judges 6:15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Prayer of Manasseh , and I am the least in my father"s house.
Judges 6:15 — "my clan is the weakest in Manasseh" - Comments- Gideon was of the tribe of Prayer of Manasseh , who was the father of Abiezer, who was a forefather of Gideon ( Joshua 17:2).

Joshua 17:2, "There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their families; for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their families."

Judges 6:15 — Comments- One reason that towns and cities were named after forefathers is to preserve their tribes, clans and families. 

Judges 6:24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
Judges 6:24 — Word Study on "Jehovahshalom" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jehovahshalom" ( יְהוָֹה שָׁלוֹם) (H 3073) means, "Jehovah (is) peace."

Judges 6:32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his altar.
Judges 6:32 — Word Study on "Jerubbaal" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jerubaal" ( יְרֻבַּעַל) (H 3378) means, "Baal will contend."

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-25 

Judges 7:13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along.
Judges 7:13 — "a cake of barley bread" - Comments- Barley was considered an inferior grain in this culture, a grain that the poor would have used. This is seen in the writings of Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340). Note:

"Many, indeed, secretly sold their possessions for one measure of wheat, if they belonged to the wealthier class, of barley if they were poorer." (Ecclesiastical History 365) 18]

18] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 139.

We see in Revelation 6:6 that wheat sold on the market for three times the price of barley.

Revelation 6:6, "And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine."

In Gideon's dream, the cake of barley represented Israel, who appeared poor and inferior to the army of the Midianites. 

Judges 7:19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.
Judges 7:19 — Comments - Robert Watson mentions the popular view that the Hebrews divided the night into three watches of four hours each. While the middle and morning watches are clearly mentioned in the Old Testament ( Exodus 14:24, Judges 7:19, 1 Samuel 11:11), the first watch goes without mention. 19] The New Testament mentions the custom of the Romans to divide the night into four watches of three hours each ( Matthew 14:25, Mark 6:48, Luke 12:38). He believes Gideon would have attacked between 10:00,11:00 p.m. George Moore estimates the beginning of the middle watch to be around eleven o'clock. 20] The watchman would have just arrived at his post for the middle watch still sleepy and relatively unalert.

19] Robert A. Watson, Judges and Ruth , in The Expositor's Bible, ed. W. Robertson Nicoll (New York: Funk and Wagnalls Company, 1900), 78.

20] George Foot Moore, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Judges , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1910), 209.

Exodus 14:24, "And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,"

1 Samuel 11:11, "And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day: and it came to pass, that they which remained were scattered, so that two of them were not left together."

Matthew 14:25, "And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea."

Mark 6:48, "And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them."

Luke 12:38, "And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them Song of Solomon , blessed are those servants."

Judges 7:25 And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan.
Judges 7:25 — Word Study on "Oreb" - BDB says the Hebrew name "Oreb" ( עֹרֵב) (H 6159) means, "raven."

Judges 7:25 — Word Study on "Zeeb" - BDB says the Hebrew name ( זְאֵב) (H 2062) means, "wolf."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-35 

Judges 8:1-3 — Gideon Reasons with the Men of Ephraim- Gideon was able to reason with this tribe diplomatically and appease their anger. In contrast, Jephthah gave this same tribe a harsh answer and had to fight them in battle (See Judges 12:1-6). Note how well this event illustrates Proverbs 15:1, "A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger."

Judges 8:6 And the princes of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should give bread unto thine army?
Judges 8:6 — Comments- James Packer tells us that it was a practice of the Egyptians and Assyrians to amputate "the hands of their enemies as proof of their victories and enemy casualties." 21]

21] James I. Packer, Merrill C. Tenney, and William White, Jeremiah , Nelson"s Illustrated Manners and Customs of the Bible (Thomas Nelson: Nashville, 1997, c 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 303.

Judges 8:14 And caught a young man of the men of Succoth, and enquired of him: and he described unto him the princes of Succoth, and the elders thereof, even threescore and seventeen men.
Judges 8:14 — Word Study on "he described" - Strong says the Hebrew word "describe" ( כָּתַב) (H 3789) means, "to grave," and by implication, "to write (describe, inscribe, prescribe, subscribe)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 223times in the Old Testament, it is translated in the KJV as, "‘write' 210 times, ‘describe' seven times, ‘subscribe' four times, ‘recorded' once, and ‘write up' once."

It was just as well to translate this word as "wrote" (RSV), seeing it fits the context well; but the KJV translators doubted that the art of writing existed at this period in Israel's history. Thus, they translated the word as "he described."

RSV, "And he caught a young man of Succoth, and questioned him; and he wrote down for him the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men."

Judges 8:23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you.
Judges 8:23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you.
Judges 8:23 — "the LORD shall rule over you" - Comments- Gideon was a man of humble nature. Others, like Jephthah, wanted to rule over his fellow Israelites (See Judges 11:9). Gideon honoured the fact that the nation of Israel was a theocracy, ruled by God.

Judges 11:9, "And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and the LORD deliver them before me, shall I be your head?"

Judges 8:31 And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also bare him a Song of Solomon , whose name he called Abimelech.
Judges 8:31 — Word Study on "Abimelech" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Abimelech" ( אֲבִימֶלֶךְ) (H 40) mean, "father of (the) king."

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-57 

Judges 9:23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech: 
Judges 9:23 — Comments- In Judges 9:23 the parable of Jotham came to pass ( Judges 9:7-21). This was a curse spoken by Jotham ( Judges 9:57).

Judges 9:57, "And all the evil of the men of Shechem did God render upon their heads: and upon them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal."

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-18 

Judges 10:6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the LORD, and served not him.
Judges 10:6 — "and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth" - Comments- Baalim and Ashtaroth were popular gods of the local Canaanites, which Moses described as the worship of demons ( Leviticus 17:7, Deuteronomy 32:17).

Leviticus 17:7, "And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations."

Deuteronomy 32:17, "They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not."

Judges 10:6 — "and the gods of Syria" - Comments- Hadad and Rimmon were some of the Syrian gods. The ISBE says the name of Hadad, the supreme god of Syria, "is found in Scripture in the names of the Syrian kings, Benhadad, Hadadezer. The god Hadad (= perhaps, "maker of loud noise") is mentioned in Assyrian inscriptions…" The ISBE says it has been suggested that both of these names are found as well in Scripture within the names of several places ( Zechariah 12:11). 23]

23] George Rice Hovey, "Hadad," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Zechariah 12:11, "In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon."

Naaman spoke of the god Rimmon in 2 Kings 5:18, "In this thing the LORD pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this thing."

Judges 10:6 — "and the gods of Moab" - Comments- Moab's chief god was called Chemosh, who is mentioned in Scriptures ( Numbers 21:29, Judges 11:24, 1 Kings 11:7, Jeremiah 48:13; Jeremiah 48:46).

Numbers 21:29, "Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: he hath given his sons that escaped, and his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites."

Judges 11:24, "Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So whomsoever the LORD our God shall drive out from before us, them will we possess."

1 Kings 11:7, "Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon."

Jeremiah 48:13, "And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their confidence."

Jeremiah 48:46, "Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people of Chemosh perisheth: for thy sons are taken captives, and thy daughters captives."

Judges 10:6 — "and the gods of the children of Ammon" - Comments- Milcom, or Molech, was the chief god of the children of Ammon. This name is mentioned in Scriptures ( 1 Kings 11:7; 1 Kings 11:33).

1 Kings 11:7, "Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon." 

1 Kings 11:33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father."

Judges 10:6 — "and the gods of the Philistines" - Comments- The chief gods of the Philistines were called Dagon and Baalzebub, whose names are mentioned in Scripture ( Judges 16:33, 2 Kings 1:2-3).

Judges 16:23, "Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand."

2 Kings 1:2-3, "And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease. But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron?"



Verse 6-7 

Ammonite Oppression and Deliverance by Jephthah - The story of Jephthah's leadership over Israel during the period of the Judges offers readers one of the most amazing stories to deal with in the Holy Scriptures. This judge made a vow unto the Lord that resulted in the offering of his daughter as a burnt sacrifice unto the Lord. Yet, the great victory that the Lord gave him in defeating the Ammonites won him recognition in the "Hall of Faith" found in Hebrews 11:1-40. Jephthah is listed with a number of other judges because he demonstrated tremendous faith in God ( Hebrews 11:32-34).

Hebrews 11:32-34, "And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens."

Haddon Robinson says this story teaches us that "God overlooks ignorance, but not unbelief." 22]

22] Haddon W. Robinson, "The Story of Jephthah: Judges 11 ," Expository Homiletical Conference, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Hamilton, Massachusetts, 14October 2011.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-40 

Judges 11:1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah.
Judges 11:1 — "Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour" - Comments - The phrase "mighty man of valour" was given to the two judges Gideon and Jephthah. This phase is used frequently in the Old Testament.

Judges 6:12, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour."

Judges 11:3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him.
Judges 11:3 — Comments- Scholars believe that Jephthah most likely became a type of "Robin Hood" in support of the Israelites and against their Ammonite neighbours, 24] otherwise why would the elders of Gilead ask him to be their military leader ( Judges 11:8-9). Their request for Jephthah to fight the Ammonites suggests these elders recognized his ability to defeat these enemies of Israel. This view is also supported by the opening verse that describes him as "a mighty man of valour," which, used within the context of the book of Judges , describes one of Israel's deliverers. Although the biblical text does not describe the group of people Jephthah oppressed, he seems to have proven himself before the elders of Israel through the demonstration of his strength and courage in battle. 

24] Robert A. Watson, Judges and Ruth , in The Expositor's Bible, ed. W. Robertson Nicoll (New York: Funk and Wagnalls Company, 1900), 235.

Judges 11:1-3 — Comments- The Historical Background of Jephthah - Judges 11:1-3 is inserted within the plot of Judges 10:6 to Judges 12:7 in order to explain why the elders of Gilead chose Jephthah as their leader. The two armies of the Ammonites and Israelites are encamped in Gilead ( Judges 10:8) as the author discusses the historical background of Jephthah ( Judges 11:1-3) before returning to the plot of Israel's war with Ammon ( Judges 11:4).

Judges 11:7 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father"s house? and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress?
Judges 11:7 — Comments- Jephthah had grounds for suspicion against the elders of Gilead, having been driven from their land and never welcomed back. He felt their motive was for their own benefit rather than for his.

Judges 11:8 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.
Judges 11:8 — "and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead" - Comments - The elders of Gilead had decided to offer their champion the leadership over their tribe if he could deliver them from the Ammonites ( Judges 10:18). They make this offer to Jephthah in Judges 11:8.

Judges 10:18, "And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another, What man is he that will begin to fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead."

Judges 11:11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before the LORD in Mizpeh. 
Judges 11:11 — Word Study on "Mizpeh" - The Targum defines Mizpeh as a "place of view," or "a watch-tower." 25] Warren says it is derived from a root word that means, "to look out, to view." 26]

25] C. Warren, "Mizpah and Mizpeh," in A Dictionary of the Bible with its Language, Literature, and Content Including the Biblical Theology, vol 3, ed. James Hastings (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1901), 400.

26] C. Warren, "Mizpah and Mizpeh," in A Dictionary of the Bible with its Language, Literature, and Content Including the Biblical Theology, vol 3, ed. James Hastings (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1901), 400.

Comments - The children of Israel were encamped at Mizpeh in preparation for battle with the Ammonites ( Judges 10:17). Jephthah and the elders of Gilead met at Mizpeh to confirm their vow between one another. There stood a heap of stones made as a witness between Jacob and his father-in-law Laban centuries earlier when he fled from him and was overtaken ( Genesis 31:46-52). This heap of stones served as an enduring testimony of the covenant made between these two parties on that day. It was at Mizpeh that Jephthah and the elders retreated to make another vow, following the tradition of this place as the location where God met with their forefather Jacob and honored his vow with Laban. Thus, Jephthah uttered his words as well before the Lord at Mizpeh.

Judges 11:10-11 — Scripture References - The Lord Is Witness- Note a similar statement in Psalm 50:4, "He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people."

Judges 11:12 And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What hast thou to do with me, that thou art come against me to fight in my land?
Judges 11:12 — "What hast thou to do with me" - Comments- Note a similar use of this phrase in John 2:4, "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come."

"that thou art come against me to fight in my land" - Comments - The Ammonites were encamped in Gilead ( Judges 10:17).

Judges 10:17, "Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpeh."

Judges 11:13 And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel took away my land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now therefore restore those lands again peaceably.
Judges 11:13 — "Because Israel took …. unto Jordan" - Comments- The king of Ammon makes a false statement by accusing Israel of taking his land The truth is that God did not let Israel possess Ammon nor Moab ( Deuteronomy 2:9; Deuteronomy 2:19). Hence, Jephthah's reply will deny the king's statement.

Deuteronomy 2:9, "And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot for a possession."

Deuteronomy 2:19, "And when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession."

Judges 11:13 — "now therefore restore those lands again peaceably" - Comments- This statement sounds like nations today around Israel trying to get lands controlled by Israel.

Judges 11:28 Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which he sent him.
Judges 11:28 — Comments - The Ammonites were expecting to plunder the Israelites as they had done many times before. However, they did not factor in the fact that Israel had entered into a vow with the Lord in their renewal of faith in Him.

Judges 11:29-31 — Comments- Jephthah's Rash Vow - We must understand that Jephthah was doing what he thought was right in the sight of the Lord in making a rash vow. Jephthah was simply doing what the devout pagans around him were doing in performing a religious vow of faith in their gods, or what the Israelites were doing as an act of faith in YHWH. Jephthah may have believed that when he returned home from war, one of his domesticated animals would run to meet him first, as it commonly happens. However, some scholars believe this was a clear reference to a human sacrifice. 27] Either way, Jephthah may have not expected his own beloved daughter to come out and reach him first. He was expressing his greatest depth of devotion to the Lord.

27] Robert A. Watson, Judges and Ruth , in The Expositor's Bible, ed. W. Robertson Nicoll (New York: Funk and Wagnalls Company, 1900), 243.

Such a rash vow testifies of the emotional passion of oriental people. They were passionate but fierce people, ready to be hospitable to others, and quick to become inflamed with wrath. They were as quickly moved to tears as to wrath.

The Mosaic Law clearly forbade the sacrifice of human beings ( Leviticus 18:21; Leviticus 20:2, Deuteronomy 12:31; Deuteronomy 18:10).

Leviticus 18:21, "And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD."

Leviticus 20:2, "Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones."

Deuteronomy 12:31, "Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods."

Deuteronomy 18:10, "There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,"

The fact that Jephthah's vow found its fulfillment in a human sacrifice may imply his ignorance of the Mosaic Law, for there were clear provisions for substituting redemption money for the sacrifice ( Leviticus 27:1-13). After all, he had been exiled from Israel and did not have as easy access to the Mosaic. However, he certainly knew the history of his land as recorded in the Pentateuch, telling the king of the Ammonites how the Lord delivered it unto the Israelites ( Judges 11:14-26). Thus, he may have felt redeeming his daughter was a way of reducing the sincerity of his vow unto God. 

Jephthah may have misunderstood Leviticus 27:28-29 and interpreted it to allow human sacrifices under the Mosaic Law. 28]

28] Matthew Henry, Leviticus, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Leviticus 27:26-34.

Leviticus 27:28-29, "Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the LORD of all that he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is most holy unto the LORD. None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be put to death."

Judges 11:39 And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a custom in Israel,
Judges 11:39 — Comments - The Scriptures record a number of accounts in which a person offers his child as a sacrifice upon the altar. God commanded Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering ( Genesis 22:2). Jephthah offered his only child as a burnt offering. ( Judges 11:39). The king of Moab offered his firstborn son as a burnt offering ( 2 Kings 3:27). Such forms of pagan worship have been practiced from antiquity. Josiah burnt the bones of the pagan priests upon the altar of incense ( 2 Kings 23:20) in fulfilment of prophecy ( 1 Kings 13:1-2).

Genesis 22:2, "And he said, Take now thy Song of Solomon , thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of."

Judges 11:39, "And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a custom in Israel,"

2 Kings 3:27, "Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. And there was great indignation against Israel: and they departed from him, and returned to their own land."

2 Kings 23:20, "And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon the altars, and burned men"s bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem."

1 Kings 13:1-2, "And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men"s bones shall be burnt upon thee."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-15 

Judges 12:1-6 — Gilead Fights Ephraim - Judges 12:1-6 records the civil war between several tribes of Israel, the Gileadites and Ephraimites. Gideon was able to reason with this tribe diplomatically and appease their anger ( Judges 8:1-3). In contrast, Jephthah gave this same tribe a harsh answer and had to fight them in battle. This story illustrates Proverbs 15:1, "A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger."

Judges 12:6 Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand.
Judges 12:6 — Word Study on "Shibboleth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Shibboleth" ( שִׁבֹּלֶת) (H 7641) means, "a stream (as flowing); also an ear of grain (as growing out); by analogy, a branch." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "ears 11, ears of corn 3, branches 1, channel 1, floods 1, Shibboleth 1, waterflood + 043251."

Judges 12:6 — Word Study on "Sibboleth" - The Hebrew word "Sibboleth" ( סִבֹּלֶת) (H 5451) is a corrupted pronunciation of "Shibboleth." 

Judges 12:6 — Comments- Although the Hebrew language was unique to the nation of Israel, the people developed different dialects. Judges 12:6 shows that the Hebrew silibant "shin" ( שׁ) was also pronounced "sin" ( שׂ) by the Ephraimites. Since the Gileadites were standing at a flowing stream, they picked a word that meant "a stream," and they asked the Ephraimites to pronounce it. We read in the New Testament that the speech of the Galileans was pronounced different than that of Judea ( Mark 14:70).

Mark 14:70, "And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto."

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25 

Judges 13:5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.
Judges 13:5 — Word Study on "Nazarite" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Nazarite" ( נָזִר) (H 5139) means, "to separate, i.e. consecrated," saying the noun comes from the Hebrew verb ( נָזַר) (H 5144), which means, "To hold aloof, to set apart, to devote."

Judges 13:5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.
Judges 13:2-5 — Comments- The Birth of Samson Foretold - In Judges 13:4-5 the angel foretells of Samson's birth. God also foreordains and calls us from the womb ( Psalm 22:10, Colossians 1:26-27).

Psalm 22:10, "I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother"s belly."

Colossians 1:26-27, "Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:"

Judges 13:17-18 — Comments - Manoah Asks the Angel for His Name - In Judges 13:17-18 Manoah asks the angel to tell him his name, a request that the angel denied. Compare a similar question by Jacob and a similar statement by an angel in Genesis 32:29.

Genesis 32:29, "And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there."

Judges 13:19 So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on.
Judges 13:20 For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground.
Judges 13:19-20 — Comments - The Angel Accepts the Sacrifice- The angel accepted the sacrifice of Manoah, the father of Samson by consuming it with fire. 

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

This fire also came down and consumed the sacrifice of Moses at the dedication of the Tabernacle in the wilderness ( Leviticus 9:24).

Leviticus 9:24, "And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces."

A fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice of King David at the threshing floor of Ornan.

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

A fire also came from heaven and consumed the sacrifice of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple.

2 Chronicles 7:1, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house."

Fire also consumed the sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel.

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-20 

Judges 14:4 But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the LORD, that he sought an occasion against the Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.
Judges 14:4 — "it was of the Lord" - Comments- Though Samson's parents did not see this Samson's conflict with the Philistines as good, it had been ordained by God to bring about His divine will (see Judges 15:3). Samson was more blameless than the Philistines in getting even with them.

Judges 15:3, "And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a displeasure."

Judges 14:6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done.
Judges 14:6 — Comments- It is unusual to do such a supernatural feat and not tell the parents or friends.

Judges 14:8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 
Judges 14:9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion.
Judges 14:8-9 — Comments - God's Makes the Bitter to Become Sweet- We, too, can conquer Satan's attacks and make sweet what could have been bitter. This lion had probably terrorised the land and made life bitter for many people. However, the Holy Ghost anointing breaks the yoke of bondage. Praise God!

Judges 14:15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson"s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father"s house with fire: have ye called us to take that we have? is it not so? 
Judges 14:15 — "Entice thy husband" - Comments- Samson was enticed by his wife, and later also enticed by Deliah ( Judges 16:16-17).

Judges 16:16-17, "And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother"s womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man." 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-20 

Judges 15:15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith.
Judges 15:15 — Comments- Samson's battle with the Philistines and his victory over a thousand men was a fulfilment of Moses' prophecy in Deuteronomy 32:30, "How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?"

Judges 15:16 And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 
Judges 15:17 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramathlehi.
Judges 15:17 — Word Study on "Ramathlehi" - PTW says the name "Ramathlehi" literally means, "elevation of the jawbone."

Judges 15:18 And he was sore athirst, and called on the LORD, and said, Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? 
Judges 15:19 But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day.
Judges 15:19 — Word Study on "Enhakkore" - PTW says the name "Enhakkore means, "well of the one who called."

Judges 15:19 — — Word Study on "Lehi" - PTW says the name "Lehi" literally means, "jawbone."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-31 

Judges 16:1-31 — Samson's Captivity and Death - Judges 16:1-31 records the tragic story Samson's capture at the hands of Deliah, and his death. One minister gave this outline of Chapter 16:

1. Forsakening ( Judges 16:1-19)

2. Awakening ( Judges 16:20-22)

3. Shakening ( Judges 16:23-31)

Judges 16:1 Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her.
Judges 16:1 — Comments- In Judges 16:1 Samson went into a harlot. This is the last of four chapters on Samson; thus, the end of his ministry has begun ( Proverbs 9:13-18).

Proverbs 9:18, "But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell." 

Judges 16:2 And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. 
Judges 16:3 And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 
Judges 16:4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.
Judges 16:4 — Comments- The New Testament warns us against friendship with the world ( James 4:4).

James 4:4, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."

Judges 16:5 And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.
Judges 16:5 — "Entice him" - Comments- Note James 1:14, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed."

Judges 16:5 — "that we may bind him to afflict him" - Comments- Friendship with the world brings bondage and affliction.

Judges 16:5 — "and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver" - Comments- Many stories in the Bible show how the love of money causes people to sin ( 1 Timothy 6:10). 

1 Timothy 6:10, "For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

Judges 16:6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee.
Judges 16:6 — "Delilah said to Samson" - Comments- The seductive and clever words of Deliah led to Samson's downfall ( Proverbs 6:26; Proverbs 7:21; Proverbs 22:14, Jeremiah 9:2-5).

Proverbs 6:26, "For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life."

Proverbs 7:21, "With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him."

Proverbs 22:14, "The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein."

Jeremiah 9:2-5, "Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD. Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders. And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity."

Judges 16:6 — Comments- Delilah was both a "traitor" and "a lover of money" ( 2 Timothy 3:2-3).

2 Timothy 3:2-3, "For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;"

Judges 16:6 — Comments- The world may look good, but it wants to bring you into bondage and afflict you.

Judges 16:6 — Comments- Leonard Ravenhill made the following statements: 29] 

29] Leonard Ravenhill, Sermon, SouthCliff Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday night service, April 17, 1983.

A woman of the world was asking a man of God the secret of his strength. The early church was unpredictable. It had poverty, persecution and prison. Today the church has posterity, popularity, and personality. Samson was an example of the early church. No man is greater than his prayer life. A person may be good at organizing, but poor at agonizing, having a good supper room, but no upper room.

Sweat was a sign of the curse. Man sweated only after the curse. Samson was a type of man who pulls down strong holds. Samson was a type of spirit-anointed man. The lion is a type of the devil.

The Nazarite:

No touching of dead represents dead in sin.

No wine represents no worldly by pleasure.

No cutting of hair represents being like a woman.

If he had stayed on his knees, he would not have been on hers.

Less joy in Lord, more entertainment. More joy in Lord, less entertainment.

If no trust and obey, you will rust and decay.

Backsliding begins with prayerlessness.

After Samson"s capture, they bound him, blinded him and tied to the grinder.

Judges 16:16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;
Judges 16:16 — "vexed" - Comments- Lot was also vexed with this world ( 2 Peter 2:7-8).

2 Peter 2:7-8, "And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)"

Judges 16:17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother"s womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.
Judges 16:17 — "for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother"s womb" - Comments- According to Psalm 22:10, we also belong to God. He has a divine plan for each of our lives, too.

Psalm 22:10, "I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother"s belly."

Judges 16:17 — "if I be shaven" - Comments- Why was this the key to Samson"s strength? Because then he would break a vow to God. "Disobedience" is a key word. Note:

Numbers 6:1-7, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD: He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he shall come at no dead body. He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when they die: because the consecration of his God is upon his head."

Note the NIV, "The symbol of his separation to God is on his head."

Judges 16:16-17 — Comments - Samson Yields to Deliah- The method of persistence that Delilah used is well illustrated in Luke 18:1-8 :

Luke 18:1-8, "And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; Saying, There was in a city a Judges , which feared not God, neither regarded man: And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"

Samson had been also enticed with the tears of his first wife before ( Judges 14:15-17). 

Judges 14:15-17, "And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson"s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father"s house with fire: have ye called us to take that we have? is it not so? And Samson"s wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my father nor my mother, and shall I tell it thee? And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people."

A Christian will stumble if he follows worldly desires. Samson was strong, but he had a will, and he chose to sin.

Judges 16:19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a Prayer of Manasseh , and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him.
Judges 16:19 — "And she made him sleep upon her knees" - Comments- Oh, how much craftiness she must have devised and deceptive talk to cause Samson to sleep on her knees, all as a result of a greedy heart for gold ( Judges 16:5). We do not know the time spent and effort involved in planning this clever scheme.

Judges 16:20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him.
Judges 16:20 — "I will go out as at other times before" - Scripture References- Note:

2 Corinthians 3:5, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;"

Judges 16:20 — "And he wist not that the Lord was departed from him" - Comments- Leonard Ravenhill calls Judges 16:20 the saddest verse in the entire Bible. 30]

30] Leonard Ravenhill, Sermon, SouthCliff Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday night service, April 17, 1983.

"the Lord was departed" - Scripture References- Note:

Isaiah 59:1-2, "Behold, the LORD"S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."

Judges 16:21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.
Judges 16:21 — "he did grind" - Comments- Sweat is a sign of the curse placed upon Adam ( Genesis 3:19).

Genesis 3:19, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return."

Judges 16:21 — Comments- This world and Satan will blind your minds ( 2 Corinthians 4:4).

2 Corinthians 4:4, "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

Judges 16:23 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.
Judges 16:23 — Comments- This idol Dagon was half man and half fish (ISBE). 31]

31] Max L. Margolis, "Dagon," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Judges 16:24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. 
Judges 16:25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him between the pillars.
Judges 16:25 — Comments- The Philistines were scoffers ( 2 Peter 3:3).

2 Peter 3:3, "Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,"

Judges 16:30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
Judges 16:30 — "the house fell" - Scripture References- Note:

Hebrews 12:25-29, "See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven: Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire."

Isaiah 2:12-19, "For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up, And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures. And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. And the idols he shall utterly abolish. And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth." 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-13 

Judges 17:1 And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah.
Judges 17:1 — Word Study on "Micah" - PTW says the name "Micah" is probably a contraction of "Micaiah," which means, "who is like Jehovah?"

Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
Judges 17:6 — Comments- When Jesus is not King in our lives, then we do that which is right in our own eyes.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-31 

Judges 18:12 And they went up, and pitched in Kirjathjearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place Mahanehdan unto this day: behold, it is behind Kirjathjearim.
Judges 18:12 — Word Study on "Mahanehdan" - PTW says the name "Mahanehdan" means, "tents of judgment."

Judges 18:30 And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Prayer of Manasseh , he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land.
Judges 18:30 — "and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh" - Word Study on "Manasseh" - The Hebrew word found in Judges 18:30 reads "Manasseh" ( מְ נַ שֶּׁה) (H 4519), while the original Hebrew text reads "Moses" ( מֹשֶׁה) (H 4872). 32] Because the ancient Jews did not want to associate the shameful acts of Jonathan with the almost sacred name of Moses, they began to pronounce the name "Manasseh" instead of "Moses" in the synagogue readings of this text. 33] At some point in time, in order not to forget this alteration, they inserted the letter "n" ( נַ) between the M and the S as a superscript letter above the line.

32] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 118-9.

33] Christian Ginsburg writes, "The fact, however, that the grandson of the great lawgiver should be the first priest of idolatry was considered both degrading to the memory of Moses and humiliating to the national susceptibilities. Hence in accordance with one of their canons to avoid all cacophony the redactors of the text suspended the letter Nun ( נ) over the name Moses ( משה), thus making it Manasseh." See Christian D. Ginsburg, Introduction to the Massoretico-Critical Edition of the Hebrew Bible (London: The Trinitarian Bible Society, 1897), 335-6.

When the later Massorites came to affix the vowel points to the Old Testament Scriptures, they left the text as it was. Therefore, they added the vowels that matched the name of Prayer of Manasseh , rather than Moses for easier pronunciation. Thus, this letter has stayed within the text until today. However, the correct and original reading is "Moses", as some modern translations reveal.

Darby, "And the children of Dan set up the graven image; and Jehonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Moses; he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land."

Rotherham, "And the sons of Dan set up for themselves the graven image, and, Jonathan, son of Gershom, son of Moses, he and his sons, became priests to the tribe of the Danites, until the day of the captivity of the land."

NAB, "The Danites set up the carved idol for themselves, and Jonathan, son of Gershom, son of Moses, and his descendants were priests for the tribe of the Danites until the time of the captivity of the land."

NIV, "There the Danites set up for themselves the idols, and Jonathan son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and his sons were priests for the tribe of Dan until the time of the captivity of the land."

RSV, "And the Danites set up the graven image for themselves; and Jonathan the son of Gershom, son of Moses, and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the captivity of the land."

WEB, "The children of Dan set up for themselves the engraved image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the captivity of the land."

Comments- The Scriptures tell us that Gershom was the son of Moses and not Manasseh ( Exodus 18:2-4, 1 Chronicles 23:15).

Exodus 18:2-4, "Then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her back, And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, I have been an alien in a strange land: And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my father, said Hebrews , was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh:"

1 Chronicles 23:15, "The sons of Moses were, Gershom, and Eliezer."

This is corrected in many modern translations. There is no other Scripture saying that Jonathan was the son of Gershom. 

Judges 18:30 — "until the day of the captivity of the land" - Comments- The phrase "until the day of the captivity of the land" either makes a reference to the Assyrian captivity of Israel in 722 B.C. ( 2 Kings 17:5-6) or perhaps the campaign of Tiglath-Pileser III in 734-732 B.C. ( 2 Kings 15:29). Therefore, the book of Judges was edited much later than it was initially written, or it was written in its entirety after 722 B.C, which is less likely.

2 Kings 15:29, "In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abelbethmaachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyria."

2 Kings 17:5-6, "Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-30 

Judges 19:14 And they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down upon them when they were by Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin.
Judges 19:14 — "Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin" - Comments- In the time of Joshua , the tribe of Benjamin was allotted the city of Gibeon ( Joshua 18:25).

Joshua 18:25, "Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth,"

Judges 19:16 And, behold, there came an old man from his work out of the field at even, which was also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in Gibeah: but the men of the place were Benjamites.
Judges 19:16 — "an old man from his work out of the field at even" - Comments- This old man was perhaps one of the few righteous men in the city, and he was a hard worker, working from down till dusk. The sons of Belial were children of darkness who sleep in the day and roved at night.

Judges 19:18 And he said unto him, We are passing from Bethlehemjudah toward the side of mount Ephraim; from thence am I: and I went to Bethlehemjudah, but I am now going to the house of the LORD and there is no man that receiveth me to house.
Judges 19:18 — "the house of the LORD" - Comments- The location for the house of Lord is most likely in Shiloh at this time in Israel's history ( Judges 18:31).

Judges 18:31, "And they set them up Micah"s graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh."

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-48 

Judges 20:8 And all the people arose as one Prayer of Manasseh , saying, We will not any of us go to his tent, neither will we any of us turn into his house.
Judges 20:8 — Comments- America has departed far from justice in this country! Crime and abominable sins have little justice, so that they increase.

Judges 20:18 And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the LORD said, Judah shall go up first.
Judges 20:18 — "And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God" - Comments- The location for the house of Lord is most likely in Shiloh at this time in Israel's history ( Judges 18:31).

Judges 18:31, "And they set them up Micah"s graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh."

Judges 20:18 — "and asked counsel of God" - Comments- In order to be successful, one must seek God's counsel to know exactly how he desired to deal with them. In a business, a manager will not make any major decisions for the company without consulting the directors for advice and direction. If he did, the company would fail.

Judges 20:18 — "And the LORD said, Judah shall go up first" - Comments- Strong says the name Judah ( יְהוּדָה) (H 3063) means, "celebrated." He says this name is derived from the primitive root ( יָדָה) (H 3034), which literally means, "to hold out the hand," thus "praise" ( Genesis 29:35). Jacob prophesied that Judah was to be the leader over his brethren and victor over his enemies ( Genesis 49:8). Thus, it was Judah that God choose to lead the children of Israel through the wilderness and into battles.

Genesis 29:35, "And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing."

Genesis 49:8, "Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father"s children shall bow down before thee."

Numbers 2:9, "All that were numbered in the camp of Judah were an hundred thousand and fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, throughout their armies. These shall first set forth."

Judges 20:22 And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in array in the place where they put themselves in array the first day.
Judges 20:22 — "encouraged themselves" - Comments- We find a number of examples of people encouraging themselves in Scripture. A similar phrase is "Be strong, and quit yourselves like men." The children of Israel encouraged themselves in the Lord:

Judges 20:22, "And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in array in the place where they put themselves in array the first day."

The Philistines were able to encourage themselves and win the battle. See:

1 Samuel 4:7-9, "And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews , as they have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight."

Note that there was another time when David encouraged himself in the Lord.

1 Samuel 30:6, "And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God."

King David told his son Solomon to be strong like a man should be.

1 Kings 2:2, "I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;"

God told Job to gird up his loins like a man and interact with Him in dialogue.

Job 38:3, "Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me."

Paul exhorted the Corinthians to be strong like a man as they pursued a lifestyle of sanctification within their church members.

1 Corinthians 16:13, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong."

Judges 20:26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.
Judges 20:26 — Comments- This time, the children of Israel really humbled themselves before God and leaned strongly to His counsel.

Judges 20:28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand.
Judges 20:28 — "And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days" - Comments- The fact that Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, was alive during the time of the war with the Benjamites means that this story is not in chronological order, as the first sixteen books of the book of Judges appear to be. 

Judges 20:28 — "And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand" - Comments- They learned that it is not by might, nor power, 400 ,00 men ( Judges 20:17) against 33 ,000 ( Judges 20:15), but by God's Spirit ( Zechariah 4:6, 1 Corinthians 20:15).

Zechariah 4:6, "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts."

2 Chronicles 20:15, "And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God"s."

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-25 

Judges 21:2 And the people came to the house of God, and abode there till even before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept sore;
Judges 21:2 — "And the people came to the house of God" - Comments- The location for the house of Lord is most likely in Shiloh at this time in Israel's history ( Judges 18:31).

Judges 18:31, "And they set them up Micah"s graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh."

